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All Madison County K-5th grade schools are invited to participate in the Trashformation Innovation Creations! 
Competition. We challenge you to take the materials bound for your recycling bin and, using your creative powers, turn 
it into something upcycled, functional and new!  

The big challenge is that the end 
product must be able to be used by 
someone else. Students should think of a 

new creation, device or idea that helps 
accomplish a task or makes something easier to 
do. It could make life easier, help with a 
problem, or even be something fun to do. A 
terrific inspirational YouTube video that you 
might wish to share with the students can be 
found at: http://tinyurl.com/atylbxj  

Some inventions have been as simple as an old 

piece of wood with bottle caps nailed to it – a 

shoe scraper – or wind chimes made from old 

fishing line, bottle caps and a lid, a braided dog 

leash out of strips of old jeans, a purse made 

from plastic bags, bowls made from old wire, 

and even a chess set made from screws, nuts 

and bolts. Inventions can include musical 

instruments and games. There will be no limit 

on size, but the invention should be self-

supporting and able to be carried by one 

person. 

Details 
 

Categories include: 
K-2nd; individual and team*  
3rd-5th; individual and team* 
 

*A team can have no more than 4 members and a student cannot 
enter as both an individual and as part of a team 
 
The invention should include: 

1) The name of the invention 
2) The purpose of the invention and 
3) Be made from at least 50% recyclable materials – things 

placed in a single stream recycling program currently used 
across Madison County or other recycling programs 
available in the region.  

4) NOTE: See the “Contest Rules” for a full list of 
requirements for entries. 
 

County Level Prizes 

 1st Place = $75 

 2nd Place = $50 

 3rd Place = $25 
 
Each participating school holds its own competition at any time 
during the school year. Students are able to prepare entries as a 
team of 2-4 or as individuals. Each school’s 1st-3rd place winners in 
each category will receive a prize. Each school’s first place winners 
are also invited to compete at the County competition held in 
April. 
 
2015-16 Timeline: 
October 16, 2015:  Participation Forms due 
(Schools can hold their competitions any time before 3.16.16) 
March 16, 2016: School Winner & Ribbon Request Forms due 
April 4-9, 2016: School’s Winning entries dropped off/County Bldg. 
April 11-15, 2016: Public Voting & Formal Judging 
April 20, 2016: Winners announced  
May 10, 2016: Awards presented (at Earth Flag Celebration) 
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Trashformation Innovation Creations! 2015-16 Contest Rules 

1. School Coordinators register for the contest by October 16, 2015 using the registration form. 

a. Grades K-2 and 3-5; Individuals or Groups  

2. Individuals or teams may participate in the Trashformations Competition for K-5. NOTE: No student may have an 

entry as an individual and a team. A group/team can have between 2-4 members.  

3. Trashformations competitions may be judged at the school competition level using any guidelines developed by 

the school’s Coordinator, but the entries should be able to compete under the judging guidelines that will be 

used at the County level.  

4. County-level entries will be judged based on: 

a. Originality/Creativity: Use of items that most would not think of using, great idea, great design (15 pts) 

b. Title and Purpose of Invention: Describes the item appropriately (5 pts) 

c. Aesthetics: How it “looks”, put together nicely, looks planned (10 pts) 

d. Practicality: Will the item actually be used for its’ intended purpose (15 pts) 

e. Understands “recyclable”: Minimum of 50% recyclables (10 pts) 

5. Absolutely no batteries can be used unless they are running part of the entry. (Old batteries may leak) 

6. Glass is recyclable but cannot be used for contest entries. (Glass may break and create a hazard) 

7. Entries must be non-offensive. 

8. There will be no limit on size, but the invention should be self-supporting (able to stand on their own when 

displayed) and able to be carried by one person.  

9. All materials must be clean, free of food remains or dirt.  

10. All parts of the entry must be securely attached. Glue, tape, duct tape, string, wire, hot glue and thread are 

permitted. If the structure falls apart at County, it will be removed from the display.  

11. Non-recyclable materials may be used, but a minimum of 50% of the materials must be common household 

recyclables accepted in Madison County curbside program or drop-off or other recycling programs available in 

the region. Absolutely no alcoholic beverage containers. 

12. Do not paint the entry. (Painted recyclables cannot be properly recycled after the competition.)  

13. All entries must have a title. 

14. All entries must have the entry cards filled out completely. Please write neatly as this is what the judges and the 

public will see. Note, there are two different cards, one without the students’ names, to be used during the 

public viewing and judging periods, and another that will be placed on the entry after the ribbons are awarded. 

15. Each school selects a first, second, and third place winner in both the team and individual categories (grades K-2 

& 3-5 Trashformations competitions only). The County will furnish each participating school with prizes. A prize 

checklist will be provided to all participating schools. School prize pickup will be during the delivery of the first 

place entries to the County – either during the week of April 4 or on Saturday, April 9 (Tab Top Tally Day). The 

names of the first place winners, in individual or team and appropriate grades are to be faxed (618-692-8982) or 

emailed kspetzing@co.madison.il.us using the submission sheet for first place winners, on or before March 16, 

2016.   

16. Each school’s first place winning entries (individual and team) are to be delivered to the Madison County 

Administration Building no later than Saturday, April 9, 2016 by 11AM. Please have arrangements for delivery 

firmly in place. You may have to ask a parent to make the delivery. All schools with entries will be emailed the 

winner’s list. The prizes (VISA debit cards) will be presented at the Earth Flag ceremony or mailed to the 

winner’s homes.  

17. Schools are responsible for removing all entries, except the first place winners.  
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Guide to Recyclables in Madison County 

Note: Students do not have to list all of the materials used for the inventions, but are strongly encouraged to 

do so and denote which items are recyclable, to ensure that their entry is at a minimum of 50%.  

Items that are considered to be recyclable in Madison County, IL curbside program or drop-off program are 

listed below: 

 Newspaper, cardboard (corrugated and chip board, like cereal boxes, toilet paper rolls, etc) all paper 

types, brown paper grocery bags, junk mail, sticky notes, envelopes, magazines, wrapping paper, gift 

boxes, catalogs, telephone books, paperback books. 

 Steel cans 

 Aluminum cans and aluminum bottles (but absolutely NO alcohol aluminum bottles) 

 Plastic bottles with #1, #2, #3, #4, #5 and #7 in a triangle such as milk jugs, juice jugs, soft drink bottles, 

water bottles, shampoo bottles and laundry detergent bottles, yogurt cups, margarine tubs, including 

lids.  

 NO #6 plastic – includes Styrofoam 

 Glass IS recyclable, but cannot be used for contest entries.  

We want students to know and understand that just because an item has a recycle symbol on it, that doesn’t 

mean it may be recycled here in Madison County, IL. The particular hauler that has the recycling contract for a 

town or municipality determines which items they will or will not take in their programs. What the hauler will 

accept is determined by which markets they can actually sell the commodity to at a current price. Some great 

videos to view are found at: http://www.qrsrecycling.com/ & http://www.qrsrecycling.com/single-stream  

 

These are some suggestions of additional items that can be used that are recyclable through other area 

organizations or programs, such as Terracycle, but not in the County program at this time.  

 Milk cartons (with wax) or other paper cartons such as juice 

cartons  

 Potato chip bags, candy wrappers, granola bar wrappers, glue 

bottles, glue sticks, capri sun pouches (taken in Terracycle 

programs; for full list of Terracycle collectables visit: 

http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/brigades.html)  

 Fabric scraps 

 Screws, bolts, electrical parts that no longer can be used 

 Plastic grocery bags 
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