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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons announced charges today 
against two men in the murder of an Alton woman whose body was discovered following a fire at her 
mobile home.   
 
The body of Angela Lish (d.o.b. 10/27/63) was found in the bedroom of her home on Wonderland Drive 
in Alton around 4:30 a.m. yesterday morning by firefighters.  Investigators, with the help of the Illinois 
State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Cause and Origin team, determined that an accelerant was present at 
Lish’s home.  Further investigation, including autopsy results, revealed that Lish had been stabbed over 
20 times.   
 
Two counts of murder were filed against Donald L. Phelps (d.o.b. 11/14/89) of Rockford, Iowa.  First 
Degree Murder carries a penalty of 20-60 years in prison.  Additionally Phelps was charged with 
Residential Arson (Class 1 felony) and Concealment of a Homicidal Death (Class 3).  Another 
defendant, Joshua F. Breden (d.o.b. 6/7/91) of Alton was also charged with Residential Burglary and 
Concealment of a Homicidal Death.  Maximum penalty for a Class 1 felony is 4-15 years in prison and 
3-7 years in prison for a Class 3 felony.  The defendants were acquainted with the victim prior to the 
crime.   
 
Investigators determined that an argument occurred between Phelps and Lish which led to her death.  
While Breden assisted Phelps in attempting to cover up the crime, it is not believed that he was involved 
in Lish’s murder.  Autopsy results show that Lish died from multiple stab wounds rather than the fire.   
 
State's Attorney Gibbons condemned the terrible acts that ended the life of an innocent woman, and 
offered sympathy to the victim’s family, stating “Our thoughts and prayers go out to her children and 
family at this very difficult time for them.”  Gibbons also applauded the work of the Alton Police 
Department for springing to action as soon as evidence of a crime was discovered and for quickly 
solving this case.  “Once again, the Alton Police Department rose to the challenge and brought this 
horrible case to a swift conclusion.  This is just one more example of how the women and men of local 
law enforcement work tirelessly to get criminals off the streets and keep our communities safe.” 
 
The defendants are currently in custody in Alton, but will be taken to the Madison County Jail in 
Edwardsville.  Judge Richard Tognarelli set bond for Breden at $250,000; Phelps is being held without 
bond.   
 
These charges, as well as the statements made herein, are based upon probable cause.  The defendants 
are presumed innocent unless proven guilty. 
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