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Holbrook Introduces “Caylee’s Law” Legislation; Creates Felony Penalty for 
Parents Who Fail to Report a Missing or Deceased Child in a Timely Manner  

  
BELLEVILLE, IL – On Tuesday, alongside State’s Attorneys Thomas Gibbons of Madison County 
and Brendan Kelly of St. Clair County, state Rep. Tom Holbrook (D-Belleville) held a press 
conference to discuss legislation he introduced which establishes the penalty of a Class 4 felony for a 
parent or guardian to fail to report the death or disappearance of their child in a timely manner. 
 
“Unless there are extenuating circumstances like a natural disaster or some other kind of unusual 
situation, there is no reason why a parent or legal guardian should fail to inform law enforcement of 
the disappearance or death of their child as soon as humanly possible,” Holbrook said.  “This 
legislation will hold a child’s parent or guardian accountable for failing to inform law enforcement in a 
timely manner if the child is lost or missing.”   
 
House Bill 3801 establishes a Class 4 felony offense for a parent, guardian or physical custodian of a 
child under the age of 13, to fail inform a law enforcement agency within a 24 hour period if their child 
is missing.  A person does not commit this offense if the failure to report is due to an act of God, war, 
or the inability of a law enforcement agency to receive the report. This legislation also establishes a 
Class 4 felony offense for a parent, guardian or physical custodian of a child under 18 years of age, to 
fail to make a report to law enforcement within one hour of learning of the child’s death or the location 
of the child’s corpse within one hour of learning of its location.  
 
A Class 4 felony is the lowest level felony.  The punishment is between 1 to 3 years of jail time and/or 
a fine up to $25,000. Holbrook’s legislation is inspired by the Florida trial of Casey Anthony, a murder 
suspect who failed to report her daughter’s disappearance.  Caylee Anthony was not reported 
missing until her maternal grandmother informed law enforcement 31 days after her disappearance.    
 
“In missing child cases, time is of the essence,” said St. Clair County State’s Attorney Brendan Kelly.   
“If law enforcement does not receive timely notification that a child is missing, vital clues to the child’s 
whereabouts can be lost.  It is sad that we need this law, but parents who are diabolical enough not 
report their missing child need to be held accountable.”  
 
“I am happy to see that our local legislators have taken the lead on this issue,” said Madison County 
State’s Attorney Thomas Gibbons.  “I am grateful for their hard work in moving forward to change 
Illinois law to require cooperation by parents in the event of the disappearance, injury or death of a 
child and accountability for those who fail to protect children.  I look forward to continuing our work 
with Representative Holbrook and other lawmakers willing to ensure passage of a law that gives law 
enforcement and prosecutors the tools we need to protect children and families in our communities by 
closing this glaring loophole in the law.” 
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