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District 7 Conducts First Canine Drug Search at EHS 
 

As part of the District 7 Project DrugSmart campaign, the Edwardsville School District 

and local law enforcement agencies conducted the first canine search of Edwardsville High 

School this morning, October 19, 2011, at 8:30 a.m. 

The Edwardsville Police Department and the Madison County Sheriff’s Department 

coordinated with District 7 to conduct the process with drug detection dogs searching lockers 

and cars in the student parking lot for controlled substances, lookalike drugs, and drug 

paraphernalia. The search was conducted pursuant to District 7 Board of Education policy 

adopted during the 2010-11 school year. 

Superintendent Ed Hightower said that search ran smoothly. “Students and staff are to 

be commended for their cooperation during this process. The Project DrugSmart campaign 

officially kicked off on Tuesday night, October 18, with an informational meeting for parents that 

included parent and student videos that warn of the dangers of drug use. In addition, a panel of 

local law enforcement officials answered questions,” Hightower said. 

Hightower said that while the drug detection dogs alerted to the possible presence of 

drugs in some lockers and vehicles, no drugs or paraphernalia were found. “However, this is 

only the first of a number of random canine searches that will be conducted in District 7 schools. 

The goal of the District remains to keep our schools safe and drug-free,” Hightower said. 

Madison County State’s Attorney and District 7 parent Tom Gibbons commends 

Superintendent Hightower and the District 7 Board of Education for taking a proactive approach 

to the fight to keep drugs out of our school district. “A canine search allows us to ensure that our 

school is safe and secure for students. It sends a strong warning to anyone who would consider 



bringing illegal drugs to our schools.  We want everyone to know that we will use every means 

necessary to keep our kids safe,” Gibbons said. 

Gibbons is proud to partner with the Edwardsville School District in Project DrugSmart to 

achieve the county and school district’s common goals. “One of the main priorities of my work 

as a Madison County State’s Attorney is to keep our kids safe and to fight the scourge of drugs 

that hurts all of us,” Gibbons said.  

Edwardsville Police Department Chief James Bedell is also pleased with the approach 

District 7 has taken. “The use of a canine search is proactive instead of reactive and 

acknowledges the presence of illegal substances within our community. It is our hope that this 

joint effort among local law enforcement, the school district, and the State’s Attorney’s Office will 

help deter substance abuse by our youth,” Bedell said. 


