
 

 

  
157 North Main Street 
Suite 402 
Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 

OFFICE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY 
M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y,  I L L I N O I S 

 
Thomas D. Gibbons 
State’s Attorney 

 
 
Voice: 618 692-6280 
Facsimile: 618 296-7001 

 
 
 

 

Contact:  Stephanee Smith       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
                     618/692-6280                         November 9, 2011 
  

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons commended the recent work 
of local attorneys who represented Madison County in two civil suits. 
 
Special Assistant State's Attorneys John Gilbert and Heidi Eckert successfully defended the actions 
of a Madison County Sheriff’s Deputy when jurors took about an hour to find that Deputy Timothy 
Mudd acted appropriately when arresting a Godfrey man in 2008.  Jeffrey Owen, 53, filed his 
lawsuit in May 2009 and alleged that the deputy used excessive force and illegally entered Owen’s 
home.  Deputies went to Owen’s home in response to a child custody dispute.   
 
This follows another favorable outcome that occurred when U.S. District Court Chief Judge David 
Herndon granted the County’s motion for summary judgment in a ruling dated September 27, 2011.  
Plaintiff Reginald Pittman had filed suit against Madison County after he was found unresponsive 
by jailers after trying to hang himself with a blanket using the bars of his cell in 2007.  By granting 
the motion for summary judgment, the court has found that there was not enough evidence against 
the defendant (Madison County) for the plaintiff (Pittman) to proceed to trial.   
 
“I’m extremely pleased with the work of our County defense team,” stated State's Attorney 
Gibbons.  “John and Heidi are doing an excellent job of protecting our county and its taxpayers 
from lawsuits.”  Gibbons added that the recent court victories also vindicate Sheriff Bob Hertz and 
his office.  “I’m proud to work side-by-side with a professionally run department like our Sheriff’s 
Office.”   
 
Sheriff Hertz also expressed satisfaction with the recent outcomes while noting that “It is 
unfortunate that Madison County has to go to the trouble and expense to defend those placing 
themselves in harm’s way when they are simply doing their job.  In both of these cases the plaintiffs 
felt someone else should pay for their indiscretions. Fortunately a Circuit Court jury and Federal 
Judge felt justifiably otherwise.” 
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