
COUNTY INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

 

PRESENT: E. Harriss, C. Dutton, B. Malone, L. Dalton, J. Minner, D. Moore, N. Petrillo, J. Futrell  

ABSENT: K. Novacich-Koberna 

OTHERS:   Dr. Daiber, J. Roth, B. Lavite, C. Cohan, C. Ellis, B. Cooper 

 

Mr. Malone moved, seconded by Mr. Moore to approve the March meeting minutes. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

VETERANS’ ASSISTANCE: 

 

B. Lavite passed out his monthly report to the committee and said there hasn’t been anything out of the 

ordinary. The Veterans Assistance Office is holding a Will/Power of Attorney workshop on April 12th at 

the Cottage Hills VFW. The workshop is geared towards getting Veterans informed on the importance of 

having a Will and/or Power of Attorney. Amy Morgan will be doing a presentation and scheduling for 

one on one assistance with Will/PoA paperwork. Mr. Lavite also reports that a Service Office has been 

added called the National Veterans Legal Assistance Foundation. This foundation will be working with 

mainly appeals and discharge upgrades. Mr. Lavite explains what a discharge upgrade is and why it’s 

important that these individuals get a fair discharge status. Another thing he goes over is how dental 

issues can be tied to PTSD and/or Depression. One thing they are trying to teach Veterans is how to speak 

with providers and vice versa so proper attention is given to specific problem areas and not confused for 

something else. 

 

N. Petrillo and B. Lavite had a discussion on how a Veteran may have been in a location known for 

certain things such as Agent Orange or the burn pits in Iraq and then suffers from side effects in the 

future. There is a registry that an individual can get on stating they were in a specific location during a 

specific time that will help keep a trail of potential exposures leading to potential diseases and illnesses.  

 

 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER: 

 

C. Cohan reported that so far in April everything is going very well. She said that April is Child Abuse 

Prevention month and there is a sign hanging in the Administration Building for every boy and girl 

interviewed at the center. Ms. Cohan says that the Kick Off event went well with the media coverage and 

attendance. She said the Center received new furniture last week and is waiting on toys and decorations 

for the waiting rooms. The Kids Fair is August 11th at the Moose Lodge and according to Ms. Cohan, the 

annual golf tournament hosted by 1st Mid America will be presenting a check to the CAC through 2020. 

She also reported that a Spanish speaking Male has been hired for the contracted In-Home position and 

she is really looking forward to him being able to help with language barrier issues. She wraps up her 

report with saying they had a DCFS site visit with a Grant Monitor recently that went really well.  

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH: 

 

J. Roth reported that she placed a flier in each of the member’s mailboxes titled “Ripple Effect”.  She 

briefly explained what the document, Ripple Effect, represented and recommended that everybody look 

up Kevin Hines if they weren’t familiar with his story. She says in the next few months, several events are 

planned such as a suicide prevention event, candle light vigil fundraiser and of course trainings. She says 

the Metro East Coalition against Meth and Heroin is Wednesday and Thursday along with the Mental 

Health Conference on May 10th and 11th. Ms. Roth said she will get registration forms for the committee 



if they are interested in attending. She also goes on to say that since there was no board meeting in 

January, there were 11 financial request in March which resulted in 11 contracts and 11 meetings. Ms. 

Roth says that following the County Board meeting on March 21st, she met with Jeff Ezra to discuss the 

issue with staggering the Mental Health Board Members. She says she has been in the County Clerk’s 

office searching through records trying to figure out where terms got off kilter. Ms. Roth says that during 

the Mental Health Board Meeting they are going to hold a Personnel Bi-laws and Procedures meeting on 

April 24th at 10am.  

 

E. Harriss asked J. Roth if Assistant States Attorney, Jeff Ezra, was able to give a timeline in which 

information would be provided about the Board Member terms. Ms. Roth’s response was simple in the 

fact that she thinks it will just be a matter of how fast they can give him some information to work with. 

Ms. Roth explains that she has been and still is working in the Clerk’s Office retrieving information. E. 

Harriss also said that she has been doing research and offered it to Roth if she thought it would be helpful.  

 

There was a lot of discussion on when terms end and begin and also when that term begins when there is 

a late appointment or early departure. It was brought up that a copy of the Illinois Statute was passed out 

stating that those terms are to be served calendar year. J. Roth stated that it makes sense that this is how 

terms are served today but that is not how it was done historically. Everybody agrees that there needs to 

be clarification of the statute. Please refer to the audio for the discussion in its entirety.  

 

 

MUSEUM: 

 

J. Parkin was unable to attend but supplied the committee with his monthly report.  

 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

Dr. Daiber communicated to the committee that there were 2 main things he wanted to report on. The first 

topic being the Alton School District intent to strike. The second topic being the Illinois State Board of 

Education issued the first vouchers to fund schools through the Equal Assessed Funding Formula that was 

put into practice last year. Dr. Daiber says that there are 3 school districts in Madison County that will 

receive substantial revenue gains. The districts that will receive funding are Collinsville, Granite City and 

Alton. He goes on to say that the schools in Madison County are in their last quarter and there has been a 

lot of discussion between County Board members on the Freeman School Program. Dr. Daiber invited the 

Committee to hold the May meeting at the school and to take a tour. The Freeman School is located at 

201 Staunton Rd., Troy. The meeting will be held at 3:00pm. 

 

E. Harriss asked Dr. Daiber to go into a little bit of detail about what the Freeman School Program is. He 

says that the program is intended for students that are in lieu of expulsion. Dr. Daiber explains that when 

a student is at risk of losing credit recovery, they can attend an alternative program called the Regional 

Safe School Program which is fully staffed and funded through state revenues. Along with the Regional 

Safe School Program, two other programs are also held there; the Severe Behavioral Disorder Program 

and the Short Term Suspension Program. 

 

There was some discussion about repairs that needed to be done to the school. Dr. Daiber goes into detail 

about how they have purchased and maintained properties in the past with no county assistance. Please 

refer to the audio for the full discussion.  

 

D. Moore asked Dr. Daiber why the Alton School District is considering going on Strike. Dr. Daiber 

briefly explained that they have been working without a contract for over a year. He goes on to say how a 



strike at this time could be detrimental since it is the end of the school year. Refer to the audio for his full 

response.  

 

Ms. Dalton moved, Seconded by Mr. Minner to relocate the May meeting to the Alternative 

School at 201 Staunton Rd. in Troy. The ayes and nays are being called on the motion to approve 

resulted in a vote as follows:  

AYES: C. Dutton, B. Malone, L. Dalton, J. Minner, D. Moore, N. Petrillo, J. Futrell  

NAYS: None. 

 

Mr. Futrell moved, seconded by Mr. Moore, to approve the bills for the month.  The ayes 

and nays are being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows:  

AYES: B. Malone, L. Dalton, J. Minner, D. Moore, N. Petrillo, J. Futrell 

NAYS: None. 
 

Mr. Petrillo moved, seconded by Mr. Futrell, to adjourn the meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

/mds 


