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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Edwardsville—State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons wants the public to know that people who deal 
in illegal scrapping will face serious charges in Madison County. 
 
A Madison County Grand Jury indicted two Granite City men believed responsible for a series of 
metal thefts.  George D. Stevenson (d.o.b. 6/27/79) and Shane A. Wiser (1/30/86) were originally 
charged on March 1, 2012 for multiple thefts in the Granite City and Pontoon Beach area.  The men, 
both from Granite City, were charged with six counts of Theft Over $500 (Class 2 Felony) for 
stealing air conditioner units from four churches, one funeral home and one school. The 
investigation by the Granite City Police Department showed that the units were cut up and taken to 
local scrap yards.  It is believed that the thefts were committed in large part to support a heroin 
habit. 
 
The Granite City Police Department notified local churches and schools about the thefts and the two 
men were arrested after a local pastor called police upon seeing the two suspects on church 
property.   
 
“This is a perfect example of how the rise in heroin addiction affects a community,” stated State's 
Attorney Gibbons.  “It also shows how a community can work together to prevent crime.”   
 
Earlier this week, the State's Attorney's Office charged three individuals with stealing metal signs 
from St. Louis and bringing them into Alton with the intention to sell as scrap metal.  Robert R. 
Sullivan (d.o.b. 3/23/84), Suzann Fones (d.o.b. 4/29/84) and David J. Privett (d.o.b. 2/4/89) were all 
charged on Monday with Theft (Class 4 Felony) for stealing a highway sign belonging to the 
Missouri Highway Department.  Sullivan and Fones are from Alton while Privett listed a St. Louis 
address. 
 
Local communities, including Alton, are passing ordinances targeting metal thefts.  Gibbons 
recently testified before a House Subcommittee in support of Illinois State Rep. Dan Beiser’s bill 
(HB4452) that strengthens criminal penalties for those who are caught stealing, but not limited to, 
copper, HVAC components and catalytic converters.   
 
“Stopping metal thefts is going to take a county-wide, community effort by citizens and everyone in 
law enforcement,” said Gibbons.  “I commend the local city councils that are taking the lead on this 
issue and will use the resources of my office to ensure that offenders are punished.” 
 

-more- 



In Granite City, air conditioner units were stolen from Saints Cyril and Methody Church, Hope 
Lutheran Church, Thomas Saksa Funeral Home, Nameoki United Methodist Church, Pontoon 
Beach Church of Christ and Frohardt School.  Stevenson was also charged with one count of 
Driving While License Revoked (Class 4 Felony) 
 
Maximum penalty for a Class 2 Felony is 3-7 years in prison; 1-3 years in prison for a Class 4 
Felony.   
 
These charges, as well as the statements made herein, are based upon probable cause.  The 
defendants are presumed innocent unless proven guilty. 
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