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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons has released the following 
statement regarding a judge’s decision to acquit Taylor Kennedy of Drug Induced Homicide 
charges.  Kennedy, 20, was charged in May 2011 for his involvement in the death of Triad High 
School student Shannon Gaddis, 17.  The jury trial of Kennedy, a resident of Troy, started on 
Wednesday and was expected to finish on Friday.  Associate Judge James Hackett granted a defense 
motion to dismiss the case following the presentation of the state’s evidence.   
 
“We knew this was a challenging and difficult case.  We’re breaking new ground in Madison 
County by treating these types of acts as part of the drug distribution network.  We had a series of 
events that started in Illinois, made its way to Missouri and then ended back in Illinois with the 
tragic death of this young girl.  The judge ruled that the statue required that the delivery had to have 
taken place in Illinois.  Obviously I’m disappointed with the outcome, however, this shows me that 
the law needs to be changed to reflect the reality of the drug trade here in the Metro-East.  I plan to 
reach out to our local legislators in an attempt to change the law to give us this critical tool in our 
fight against the drug trade. 
 
It has been our firm belief that we must do everything we can to fight the flow of heroin and other 
drugs into our communities.  This case is a prime example of how addicts and users make 
themselves part of the drug distribution network, delivering death to fellow addicts in communities 
across the region. 
 
This case will not discourage or deter us.  Instead, it will drive us to work even harder to bring 
justice for victims and families in our communities who are suffering the plague of heroin 
addiction.” 
 
Gibbons thanked his prosecutors along with police officers from the Illinois Metropolitan 
Enforcement Group of Southern Illinois (MEGSI) for their work in the case.   
 
Following the court’s ruling, the Gaddis family met with State's Attorney Gibbons and asked that 
the following statement be released: 
 
The Gaddis family would also like to see the law changed and encourages everyone to call their 
local legislators.  In addition, they also would like for the public to rethink how society treats 
addiction.  Not only family members, but they want teachers and physicians and others to open their  
 
 



-more- 
eyes to the signs of drug addiction.  Therefore, if drug use is suspected, there is a better chance for  
getting that person help.  They also want to encourage friends of addicts to not sit by; rather, tell 
parents and do everything they can to get their friend help.   
Since their daughter’s death, they have heard many stories about people wanting to get help but 
can’t due to lack of insurance or endless waiting lists.  Until more resources are dedicated to the 
growing heroin problem, they feel it will get worse before it gets better.   
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