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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Tom Gibbons has announced the appointment of 
Assistant State's Attorneys Sinan Alkin and Katie Wykoff to new positions within the State's 
Attorney's Office. 
 
Katie Wykoff has been appointed as the lead attorney in the Misdemeanor Division.  Wykoff began 
her tenure at the State's Attorney's Office while as a law student at St. Louis University in January 
2010.  After graduating in May 2010, Wykoff passed the Illinois Bar Exam and was sworn in as an 
attorney in November 2010.  Shortly thereafter, Gibbons offered Wykoff a full-time position as an 
Assistant State's Attorney in the Juvenile Division where she handled Juvenile Abuse/Neglect cases 
until her recent move to the Misdemeanor Division.   
 
There are six full-time and five part-time prosecutors and three support staff in the Misdemeanor 
Division.  Including the area courts located in Granite City, Alton and Collinsville, the division saw 
almost 65,000 new cases in 2011 that included traffic tickets, general misdemeanors, DUIs and 
domestic violence cases.   
 
“Misdemeanor presents a challenge not only of the high volume, but because there is also such a 
variety of cases where the law in constantly changing,” stated Gibbons.  “My prosecutors have to be 
familiar with all type of laws involving drugs, drinking and driving, texting and driving, animal 
abuse, battery, theft, sex cases, and more.  The staff does an outstanding job staying current with 
state laws while managing to successfully handle considerable dockets.”  
 
Sinan Alkin also began his career as a law student for the State's Attorney's Office in May 2010 
while attending Washington University in St. Louis.  Alkin graduated in May 2011, passed the 
Illinois Bar Exam and was sworn in as at attorney in November 2011.  Following his swearing-in, 
Gibbons appointed Alkin as a full-time Assistant State's Attorney in the Child Support Division 
where he was just announced as the lead attorney.    
 
In 2011, the Child Support Division exceeded goals set by the regional office of the Illinois 
Department of Healthcare and Family Services’ Division of Child Support Services. The office 
increased the number of child support cases with active court orders for support by more than four 
percent - from 82.16 percent in October 2010 to 86.45 percent in September 2011 
 
Gibbons said his office was able to achieve the increase in active support orders despite a seven 
percent budget reduction for FY11-FY2 resulting from budget constraints for the state of Illinois. 
“I’m confident that our Child Support Division, led by Assistant State’s attorney Sinan Alkin, will 
continue to do an excellent job of establishing and enforcing more child support payments from 



non-custodial parents in Madison County,” Gibbons said.  “We’ve streamlined and reorganized the 
division so we can maximize our efficiency and help parents as they seek active orders for support. 
The results of our efforts are reflected in this increase.”  
 
HFS’ Division of Child Support Services contracts with multiple state's attorney's offices 
throughout the state to enforce and establish support orders.  From July 1, 2010, through March 31, 
2012 the Child Support division collected $287,869 in lump sum collections from non-traditional 
sources. And, for 2011, total collections for current support orders totaled $13,276,681.00 while 
collections for arrearages totaled $6,483,488.85   
 
The Child Support Division consists of five prosecutors and six supporting staff. “We’ll continue to 
find ways to improve and help more Madison County parents get the financial support they are 
owed so they can provide for their children,” Gibbons said.  
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