
 

 

  
157 North Main Street 
Suite 402 
Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 

OFFICE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY 
M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y,  I L L I N O I S 

 
Thomas D. Gibbons 
State’s Attorney 

 
 
Voice: 618 692-6280 
Facsimile: 618 296-7001 
www.madco-sa.org  

 
 
 
Contact:  Stephanee Smith       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  618/692-6280; @MadisonCoSAO            February 28, 2013 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY 

 
WHAT:  Shield Water’s Kick-off Event 

 
WHERE: Granite City Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave.,  

Granite City, IL  62040 
 
 WHEN:  6:00 p.m.--8:30 p.m. Saturday, March 23, 2013 
 
 SIGNIFICANCE: State's Attorney Tom Gibbons will be at the kick-off event for 
Shielded Waters on March 23rd in Granite City and is encouraging the community to join him at this 
important event. 
 
Shielded Waters is a youth fishing program in Granite City that partners local police officers with 
at-risk youth.  It was founded in 2008 by Lt. Craig Knight, Det. Brian Cave and Ofc. Jeremy Hunter 
who came up with the idea to foster interaction between police officer and those kids who often lack 
a male role model in their life.  The officers are outdoor enthusiasts who wanted to share that 
passion with the kids in their community who might otherwise never have the opportunity to go 
fishing. 
 
The kick-off event, which is free, is set to begin at 6:00 p.m. on March 23rd at the Township Hall in 
Granite City and will feature magic shows, police K-9 and fishing demonstrations and is designed 
to inform children and their families about the upcoming activities for 2013.  Additionally, drunk 
goggles will be set up with the school resource officer and there will be prizes and raffles during the 
event.  Papa John’s will be providing pizza and drinks will be courtesy of Capri-Sun.   
 
Lt. Knight has confirmed that Special Olympics athletes from the area will be attending the events 
in 2013 in an effort to offer more activities and competition between their official Olympic events.  
Knight is also excited to announce the formation of a scholarship program.  “We are in the stages of 
finalizing our plans to offer a scholarship to kids who wish to pursue careers in law enforcement or 
biology,” stated Knight.   
 
State's Attorney Gibbons is a fan of the program and looks forward to attending the event.  “The 
Granite City officers have come up with an outstanding and unique way to reach out to our at-risk 
kids,” he stated.  “They’re not only providing the kids with worthwhile activities that they may have 
never experienced, but they are also making positive connections that should last long after the kids 
grow up.” 
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Knight is expecting about 65 children to attend this year.  On average, the target age for kids 
participating in Shielded Waters is 6-13.  During the fishing events, messages about tobacco, 
marijuana, heroin, cocaine and peer pressure are included with lessons on the basics of fishing such 
as knot tying.  Officers also work at showing the kids the importance of patience and respect.   
 
“Helping kids and keeping them on the right path is often difficult.  Shielded Waters is a 
worthwhile program that I’m proud to support.  The kick-off gives the community a chance to see 
the positive impact that their local police officers are making in their neighborhoods,” said Gibbons.  
“And most of all, it’s a chance for the kids to learn about all of the exciting activities that are 
planned for 2013.” 
 
More than twenty local businesses along with the local police union and PBPA Unit 15 support 
Shielded Waters; Bassmaster elite professionals Brian Snowden, Brent Alher and Gary Glen also 
continue to support the program. 
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