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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville— State's Attorney Tom Gibbons announced the creation of a Children’s Justice Division 
within his office in an effort to better coordinate his office’s response to cases involving the children of 
Madison County.   
 
State's Attorney Gibbons appointed Assistant State's Attorney Amy Gabriel who has been with the State's 
Attorney's Office since 2002 to lead the division which encompasses not only felony cases but also 
misdemeanor, juvenile delinquency, juvenile abuse and neglect and child support cases. 
 
“The welfare of our children should be the highest of priorities,” said Gibbons.  “While my prosecutors were 
doing outstanding work in each of their separate divisions, I thought we could do an even better job if we 
combined personnel and resources.  Children often have contact with the justice system on many levels, and 
cases involving children are often quite complex, so I want to make certain that my prosecutors are working 
together and maximizing our resources at every level to achieve the best possible outcomes.”   
 
Gibbons added that the Children’s Justice Division will also work with various agencies and groups outside 
of the State's Attorney's Office.  “My staff will continue to work closely with the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the 
Illinois Attorney’s General’s office and our Child Advocacy Center wherever possible.  I am hopeful that this 
enhanced cooperative effort will ensure that our local law enforcement community has the resources needed 
to support and protect our children.”   
 
Assistant State's Attorney Gabriel said that one of the primary goals for the Children’s Justice Division is 
using the resources of the State's Attorney's Office to provide support for children and their families, 
regardless of the circumstances.  This will involve a more collaborative approach to not only initial case 
filings, but also file review and outcomes. “Although our cases may be different, by working together we’re 
able to find a commonality in our approach that allows us to be more proactive and effective when dealing 
with cases involving children,” said Gabriel.    
 
The State of Illinois’ Division of Child Support Services contracts with multiple State's Attorney's Offices 
throughout the state to enforce and establish support orders.  In 2011, the office’s Child Support Division 
exceeded its goals as set by the regional office.  At the time, the office increased the number of child support 
cases with active court orders for support by more than four percent - from 82.16 % in October 2010 to 
86.45% in September 2011.  Since that time—October 2011 to September 2012—the percentage of cases has 
increased again to 87.24%.  The figures also reveal that Madison County is outperforming the state average 
by over 6%.   
 
The creation of the new division, which includes 11 prosecutors across multiple divisions, follows Gibbons’ 
December appointment of Jennifer Vucich as his First Assistant State's Attorney.  He plans to continue 
reviewing the structure of the office to ensure that his office is functioning in a most efficient and effective 
manner.  
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