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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney's Office Thomas D. Gibbons announced charges 
today against a Hillsboro, Illinois woman who was involved in a police chase and shooting in February.   
 
Police allege that Vickie L. Cherry (d.o.b. 3/29/58) walked into an Alton Holiday Inn in the early morning 
hours on February 7, 2011, where she demanded cash after telling an employee she had a gun.  As Cherry 
left the hotel, employees called 911 to report the robbery.  Alton police began pursuit of Cherry’s 2006 
Ford Taurus after she refused to stop.  The pursuit, with speeds ranging from 10 – 90 mph, lasted 
approximately 20 minutes.  During that time, Cherry ran into a police cruiser on two separate occasions 
before getting stuck.  At that point, Cherry ran into a third police vehicle before revving her engine and 
lurching her car forward towards an officer who was in front of her car.  At that time, the officer fired five 
times at the defendant.  
 
Cherry was taken to a St. Louis hospital and recently released before being taken into custody.  She is 
facing one count of Aggravated Robbery (Class 1 Felony), three counts of Criminal Damage to 
Government Supported Property (Class 3 Felony), three counts of Aggravated Fleeing or Attempting to 
Elude a Police Officer (Class 4 Felony) and one count of Aggravated Assault (Class A Misdemeanor).  
Maximum penalties for a Class 1 is 4-15 years in prison, 2-5 years in prison for a Class 3, 1-3 years in 
prison for a Class 4; and up to a year in jail for a  
Class A. 
 
State's Attorney Gibbons reviewed the reports involving the officer shooting and determined that the use 
of force was justified.  Gibbons stated that “while the use of force likely to cause great bodily harm or 
death must remain a last resort in an officer’s fulfillment of their duties to protect and serve the public; 
sometimes, as in this case, they are left with no other reasonable, viable option.  The terrible and 
destructive choices of one individual must not be allowed to endanger the public and the officers who 
have sworn an oath to protect us.  The Officer’s use of force in this matter was fully lawful, reasonable 
and justified and therefore, there will be no action against the Alton police officer by my office.” 
 
Cherry was taken into custody today by the Hillsboro Police Department and transported to the 
Montgomery County Jail.  Officers from the Alton Police Department are working with officials in 
Montgomery County and expect to bring Cherry to Madison County later today.  She will eventually be 
taken to the Madison County Jail in Edwardsville where she will be held on a $200,000 bond.  These 
charges, as well as the statements made herein, are based upon probable cause.  The defendant is 
presumed innocent unless proven guilty. 
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