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PRESS RELEASE 

Edwardsville--Madison County Officials expressed their support for passage of “Caylee’s Law” for Illinois.  

State's Attorney Thomas Gibbons, Sheriff Robert Hertz and Coroner Steve Nonn are applauding efforts by local 

lawmakers to change Illinois law to make it a felony for a parent or guardian of a minor child to fail to report the 

suspicious or unexpected death of a child to police.   

"As the law now stands, it is not a crime for a parent or legal guardian to fail to report the death of a child to law 

enforcement authorities, and this is an unacceptable situation that needs to be addressed," Gibbons stated.  In 

addition to making it a crime to fail to report a suspicious death, or a death not expected because of legitimate 

medical circumstances, the three officials support a proposal that would also impose a legal duty on parents to 

report if a child is missing or in danger of serious injury or harm, making it a crime to fail to report these 

circumstances, as well.  Sheriff Hertz stated that “law enforcement agencies responsible for investigating the death 

or disappearance of a child cannot afford to lose precious time.  The first 48-72 hours are critical in an 

investigation of any death or disappearance, and the law must prevent someone from interfering with that 

investigation by failing to alert authorities or by trying to cover it up.”  

The recent tragic case of the death of Caylee Anthony, and the fact that her death went unreported for over a 

month, has exposed what is a glaring hole in criminal laws around the country, including Illinois.  Gibbons 

pointed out that "the facts of this case underscore the need for our laws to address this unacceptable situation.  For 

that reason, we are asking the legislature to move these proposals forward to a law that deals with this 

important issue and prevents such a terrible injustice from ever happening here.  Our law enforcement agencies 

and coroners need every available tool to help prevent harm to children and to immediately investigate situations 

involving potential wrongdoing.  Likewise, prosecutors need the authority to hold accountable those who would 

fail to protect a child or report their death." 

Hertz, Nonn and Gibbons have been talking to local legislators for over a month to discuss the importance of the 

bill and language that will maximize its effectiveness.  Steve Nonn added that while this change in the law is  

-more- 



necessary, he stressed the importance of having language in a final bill that does not place a reporting burden on 

families who are already grieving the loss of a child that occurred as the result of illness or a natural death process, 

or in the care of hospice.  Nonn stated that “the law must be strict enough to address criminal acts, but not be so 

overbroad as to place a burden on families already suffering though the heartbreak of a tragic, but anticipated, 

death of a child.”   

 As many as 16 other states have similar "Caylee's Law" proposals under consideration.  Nonn, Hertz and Gibbons 

are hopeful that the Illinois General Assembly will move forward with a bill in its Fall Veto Session later this 

year.   “Something this important cannot wait,” Gibbons stated.   
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