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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons is inviting Madison County 
residents to an Open House for the Madison County Child Advocacy Center (CAC) on Friday, 
December 1, 2011. 
 
The Madison County CAC opened in 2003 and has provided over 3500 forensic interviews for local 
children.  Over 400 interviews have been conducted in 2011.  Executive Director Carrie Cohan 
planned the open house to encourage residents to visit and learn about the multitude of services 
offered by the CAC.  In addition, there have been updates to the waiting rooms that include murals 
by local artist Peggy Brooks.   
 
State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons praised the work of Cohan and the CAC.  “My office works 
with the CAC on a daily basis.  The services they provide to children and their families are essential 
for our prosecutors as they work to seek justice for our child victims.  Madison County is fortunate 
to have them.” 
 
Children who are the victims of sexual assaults or physical abuse are interviewed in a child-friendly 
setting by specially trained forensic interviewers.  All interviews are recorded in order to reduce the 
number of times a child has to speak about his or her abuse.   
 
Cohan hopes the community will stop by and familiarize themselves with the CAC and its staff.  
“Educating the community about child abuse prevention is a high priority for us.  We welcome the 
opportunity to discuss our goals, programs and daily activities at the CAC.”  Cohan also wants to 
use the open house to thank members of the Madison County Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) that 
works together to develop a comprehensive approach to preventing and responding to child abuse.  
The MDT consists of members from law enforcement, child protection, child advocacy, 
prosecution, medical and mental health.  Staff members from the State's Attorney's Office as well as 
the CAC participate with the MDT.   
 
In addition to interviewing children and promoting child abuse education within the community, the 
CAC also provides referral services for families needing additional medical and mental health 
treatment.   
 
The hours for the Open House on December 1st will be from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  They are 
located at 101 East Edwardsville Road, Wood River and can be reached at 618-296-5390. 
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