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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons announced that Donald L. 
Phelps (d.o.b. 11/14/89) was sentenced today to 42 years in prison for the murder of Angela Lish 
(d.o.b. 10/27/63) 
 
Lish was found in her bedroom on February 7, 2011 by firefighters responding to a fire at her Alton 
home.  Investigators, with the help of the Illinois State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Cause and 
Origin team, determined that an accelerant was present at Lish’s home.  Further investigation, 
including autopsy results, revealed that Lish had been stabbed over 20 times.  Investigators 
determined that an argument occurred between Phelps and Lish which led to her death.  Autopsy 
results showed that Lish died from multiple stab wounds rather than the fire.   
 
Phelps, from Rockford, Illinois, pled guilty to one count of murder on August 1, 2011.  Phelps will 
have to serve 100% of his sentence.   
 
Another defendant, Joshua F. Breden (d.o.b. 6/7/91) of Alton was also charged with Residential 
Arson and Concealment of a Homicidal Death.  While Breden assisted Phelps in attempting to 
cover up the crime, it is not believed that he was involved in Lish’s murder.   His case is still 
pending and he remains in custody at the Madison County Jail in Edwardsville.  Maximum penalty 
for a Class 1 felony is 4-15 years in prison and 3-7 years in prison for a Class 3 felony.   
 
State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons stated that he hoped Lish’s family, including her children, 
would be comforted by today’s sentence.  "No amount of prison time can comfort this family 
enough. Hopefully, this sentence will provide them a measure of justice and some relief from their 
loss.  I hope that this sentence sends a message that my office, along with our local police 
departments and coroner, will do everything we can to provide justice for victims and the citizens of 
our communities." 
 
Circuit Judge Charles Romani sentenced Phelps; Assistant State's Attorney John Fischer prosecuted 
the case; and the Alton Police Department handled the investigation.   
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