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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Edwardsville--A Madison County judge handed down a sentence today against a former Southern Illinois 
University at Edwardsville student who was convicted earlier this year of Attempt Making a Terrorist Threat, 
a Class 1 Felony. 
 
Olutosin Oduwole (d.o.b. 07/25/85), who was convicted by a Madison County Jury on October 25, 2011, 
was sentenced to five years in prison by Circuit Judge Richard Tognarelli.  Prosecutors asked for 15 years, 
the maximum for a Class 1 Felony.  Oduwole was also convicted of Unlawful Possession or Storage of 
Weapons in a Public Supported Building, a Class A Misdemeanor.  He received a concurrent sentence of 364 
days in jail for the misdemeanor and a $1000 fine.    
 
Oduwole was charged in July 2007 after campus police searched his abandoned car and found a note 
threatening a “murderous rampage” similar to what had occurred on the Virginia Tech campus earlier that 
year if people did not send $2 to a PayPal account.  Police investigating the case found a loaded .25 caliber 
handgun in Oduwole’s campus apartment and evidence that he had ordered three .380 caliber semi-automatic 
handguns and a .45 caliber semi-automatic firearm and was awaiting delivery when he was arrested.   
 
Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons credited police and their investigative work, 
specifically the computer forensic evidence, as key to his office securing a conviction against Oduwole.  “We 
are happy that this defendant will have to serve time in prison for his threats to our community.  The good 
instincts of the firearms dealer and the quick actions of local and federal law enforcement prevented an attack 
and saved countless lives.  With this sentence, the Judge has ensured that this dangerous defendant will be 
off the streets for several years.” 
 
Gibbons also commended the work of the jury and stated that he was enormously disappointed that 
Oduwole’s attorneys chose to attack the credibility and competence of the jurors in this case during the 
sentencing hearing.  “These are upstanding, hard-working citizens of Madison County who gave their time 
and attention to help ensure justice for all citizens.  We should honor their service in this case.” 
 
Assistant State's Attorneys Jim Buckley and John Fischer prosecuted the case.  Southern Illinois University 
at Edwardsville police investigated the case along with help from Wood River, Alton and the ATF. 
 
After the sentencing hearing was completed, Oduwole also pled guilty to a previously filed felony case out of 
Wood River where he is alleged to have sold and collected money on a gun that he did not have in his 
possession over the internet.  He pled guilty to Theft over $300 (Class 3 Felony) and Computer Fraud (Class 
4 Felony) and was sentenced to 30 months probation which will run concurrent to his prison sentence.    
 
Prior to the hearing, a defense motion to allow for the release of Oduwole pending his appeal was denied 
along with another defense motion to vacate his conviction and grant a new trial.  Oduwole was taken back 
into custody after the sentencing.   
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