
MADISON COUNTY GRANTS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
November 4, 2019 4:00 P.M. 

 
 

PRESENT:      David Michael, Clint Jones, Liz Dalton, Eric Foster, Gussie Glasper                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                        Bruce Malone, Judy Kuhn, Victor Valentine Jr., Erica Harriss 

ABSENT:        

  

OTHERS: Sharon Trettenero, Lisa Mersinger, Leisa Kern, James Arnold, Nadine 

Pfeiffer, , Tony Fuhrmann, Cynthia Ellis, Kelly Orban, Ronda Sauget, 

Scott Cousins 

 

David Michael asked to approve the minutes from the September 9, 2019 Grants 

Committee Meeting. The Grants Committee unanimously accepted the minutes.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Tamim Choudhury of the US Small Business Administration passed out a handout 

and addressed the Committee.  He informed the Committee that the SBA, Small Business 

Administration, offers disaster assistance to businesses and residents of Illinois affected 

by severe storms and flooding that occurred on August 12 – 13. 2019.  Businesses and 

Residents may apply for low-interest disaster loans from the U.S. Small Business 

Administration. The filing deadline for this particular declaration expires on December 9, 

2019. 

 

Ronda Sauget from the Leadership Council of Southwestern Illinois spoke to the 

Committee and gave them everyone a handout with updates. Some of which were 

regarding the Japan Forum on October 3rd and 4th and levee risk communication meetings 

across the region with the United States Army Corps of Engineers and Southwestern 

Illinois Flood Prevention District Council.   

 

Kelly Orban, from the St. Louis Regional Chamber was there to brief the Committee with 

updates.  She told them that there was a big announcement made by the Chamber about 

the Geo Futures Initiative.  This is to bolster the idea to make St. Louis the nations Geo 

Spacial center of excellence in the United States. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

NEW BUSINESS 

 

BILLS and PURCHASES REQUESTS APPROVAL and RESOLUTIONS 

 

David Michael asked for a motion to approve the Bills and Purchase Request reports for 

September 2019 and October 2019 along with the Purchase request for Madison County 

Community Development for T20 (2) RICOH MPC5503 Copiers Previously Approved 

for $7,896.00 in August 2019. 

Motion to approve all of these was made by C. Jones, second by G. Glasper  

Motion approved unanimously. 



David Michael presented an Ordinance Amending Madison County Ordinance No. 2014-

12 to Amend Territory and to Expand and Add Incentives to the Madison County 

Discovery Enterprise Zone. 

Motion to approves was made by L. Dalton, second by E. Foster 

Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Lisa Mersinger was there to review the FY-2019 CDBG Competitive Funding Criteria 

(Application, Materials, and Grading Criteria) with the Committee.  She gave everyone a 

copy of the Application and discussed the specific changes she will be making to the 

application with the Committee. Lisa mentioned that HUD suggested that applicants be 

place in a High or Low priority criteria.  E. Harriss asked if that would affect ADA 

requirements and Lisa stated that she can make ADA its own stand alone category under 

High Priority. 

 

Lisa also let the Committee know that she is having a meeting with all Township 

Supervisors and Mayors on December 12, 2019 at 10:00 am in the county board meeting 

room,  if anyone would like to attend and learn more about the application process.   

Lisa also let the Committee know that if any of their constituents or towns in their 

jurisdiction want to do an income survey, they have to request it by November 27, 2019. 

  

DISCUSSION 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

Tony Fuhrmann from Employment and Training was present to give the administrative 

report for Employment and Training. He stated that the Unemployment rate for the State 

and Madison County was at 3.6% in September. 

 

Tony told the Committee that the Jobs Plus ‘19 Regional Job Fair that was held 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 at the Gateway Convention Center in Collinsville, had 

350 job seekers attend.  Also, the Expungement Event with the Land of Lincoln Legal 

Aid had 82 participants. 

 

He also reported that The Manufacturing Day held at SWIC on October 4 in Granite City, 

had 1,700 high school students attend this event.  

 

Tony commented about the Japanese Business Organization visit with Ralph Inforzato, 

Chief Director of JETRO out of Chicago.  Mr. Inforzato requested to meet with Tony in 

the future to discuss the workforce programs. 

 

Tony, Jim Alexander, and Shari Albrecht met to discuss how they can partner to promote 

the new 1,600 development in Jerseyville.  

 

Tony met with WWT Gateway Raceway and Madison school district to try and get a 

work experience contract with Madison high school.  This is to try and connect the 

students with work experience opportunities at the raceway.   



He also met with SIU-E and DCEO to propose a pilot project which would create 

electronic badges as part of a certification process and also a career model. 

 

Some upcoming events Tony told the Committee about were that on November 5, 

Senator Crowe, Representatives Bristow and Stewart will be coming to visit One Stop. 

Another event will be November 14 & 15 where high school students will tour West Star. 

 

Tony let the Committee know that they are already spending all the money that they have 

already received for the year and took steps with the State to acquire additional funds for 

this year. They received the initial approval and completed some justifications and  

Tony was happy to tell the Committee that an additional $425,176 was approved from 

DCEO for PY19. 

 

Trudy Bodenbach, MCCD Administrator, was unable to attend the Grants meeting due to 

attending another meeting.  Sharon Trettenero attended the meeting for Trudy. Trudy sent 

a handout for the Committee to inform them of Madison County Community 

Development’s activities.   

 

Some of the highlights included are: 

 

 Andrew Esping started at MCCD on October 15th as our new homeless 

coordinator 

 Currently working on our year-end report to HUD 

 Construction has begun on the Highland Villas senior housing project  

 A meeting was held with mayors and other city officials to discuss the Dynergy 

plants demolition and abatement for the site and then resell to a developer  

 

                                 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion to adjourn was made by C. Jones, second by E. Harriss                                 

Motion approved unanimously.   
Next meeting Date: Monday, December 9, 2019 at 4:00 pm. 


