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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Madison County State's Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons announced a successful jury verdict 
in a murder case today out of Granite City, Illinois.      
 
Jury selection began on Monday, September 10, 2012, in Edwardsville, in the February 2004 case against 
Brian W. Pinkas (d.o.b. 10/7/60).  Pinkas was charged on February 17, 2004 with the murder of Sharon 
Reynolds, 37.   
 
On the night of the murder, Pinkas and Reynolds, who were involved in a relationship, began arguing at their 
home in Granite City.  Pinkas threatened Reynolds with a shotgun before shooting her in the head and killing 
her.  
 
Jury deliberations began at 10:30 a.m. today following closing arguments and lasted approximately three 
hours before the jurors returned a guilty verdict on the First Degree Murder charge.    Assistant State's 
Attorneys Jennifer Vucich and Ryan Sweet prosecuted the case.   
 
Pinkas originally pleaded guilty to Reynolds murder in March 2005 and was sentenced to 20 years in prison.  
He appealed his sentence, stating his plea was invalid based on the fact that Illinois law requires a person 
receive an additional 25 years added to their sentence when a gun is used in a murder.   The Illinois Fifth 
District Appellate Court agreed and remanded the case back to Madison County.  Pinkas was allowed to 
withdraw his plea and request a new trial.   
 
Pinkas faces 20-60 years in prison on the murder as well as the mandatory, additional 25 years.  Individuals 
convicted of murder in Illinois are required to serve 100% of their sentence.   Associate Judge James Hackett 
presided over the case.  Sentencing will be held at a later date and Pinkas will remain in custody at the 
Madison County Jail until that time.   
 
“Once again, Brian Pinkas is being held accountable for his actions,” stated State's Attorney Gibbons.  “The 
defendant argued that he didn’t know the gun would go off.  I’m pleased that a jury rejected his claim and 
found him guilty for what this was—the first degree murder of Sharon Reynolds.  I hope her family will 
finally get some peace as a result of this conviction.”   

 
Gibbons commended the work of his prosecutors, the Granite City Police Department, the coroner’s office 
and pathologist Dr. Raj Nanduri who testified at trial.  He also thanked the jurors for their service.   
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