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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville—Students, school administrators, drug treatment providers and members of law 
enforcement met today in Edwardsville to discuss the next phase in Project DrugSMART.  State's 
Attorney Tom Gibbons, in conjunction with U. S. Attorney Steve Wigginton, Coroner Steve Nonn, Sheriff 
Bob Hertz and Regional Superintendent of Schools Bob Daiber, invited everyone to a meeting today that 
served at a kick-off for the expansion of Project DrugSMART to all of Madison County.   
 
In 2011, Gibbons and the other officials worked closely with the Edwardsville School District in creating the 
pilot project for the Project DrugSMART drug abuse prevention campaign in Madison County.  The goal of 
Project DrugSMART is to create a safe and drug-free environment in schools through student support, 
deterrence, education and awareness.   
 
Gibbons announced at the meeting that he was pledging $10,000 in seed money to be used to help schools 
develop anti-drug abuse materials and programs.  The funds will come from the State’s Attorney’s Office 
drug asset forfeiture program.  “We’re taking drug dealers’ profits and turning it around on them to help keep 
kids off of drugs,” Gibbons said.   
 
Education and resource materials will be created with the input of Project partners and will be available to all 
districts to educate students, parents and faculty members.   Schools will also be able to request grants for 
programs and materials by requesting funding from the seed money provided by State’s Attorney’s Office.   
 
Gibbons invited students to submit proposals for short, anti-drug videos that will be produced with the help 
of Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville’s (SIUE) Department of Communications led by Director of 
Alumni Affairs, Steve Jankowski, who also assisted with the first phase of Project DrugSMART.  
Guidelines will be sent to school districts with proposals due in November.  Winners will be chosen by the 
end of 2012 with video production expected to begin in early 2013.   
 
Gibbons was encouraged by the response and feedback at today’s meeting.  “We want each district to focus 
on what works best for their students,” stated Gibbons.  “By providing seed money, they will be able to have 
the resources to develop materials and programs that will hopefully be more effective in reaching their peers 
in ways that we, as law enforcement, can’t always do as well.”  He is also pleased to be able to use forfeited 
drug funds to fight drug abuse.  “This will allow us to work on preventing drug abuse without costing the 
taxpayers anything.”   
 
In addition to Gibbons, Hertz, Nonn, Daiber, Wigginton and Donna Nahlik, head of Drug Free Coalitions 
also addressed the audience.  Nahlik was active with the first Project DrugSMART and has worked with the 
State’s Attorney’s Office on the Lock Your Meds campaign.  Additionally, Dennis Cramsey, Principal of 
Edwardsville High School, discussed the success that Edwardsville has seen since the implantation of the 
program.   
 

### 

http://www.madco-sa.org/�

