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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Edwardsville— Madison County State's Attorney Tom Gibbons announced a successful jury verdict 
in a sexual assault case this evening.   
 
Alton resident Michael S. Burgund was convicted tonight of five counts of Predatory Criminal 
Sexual Assault.   Jury selection began on Tuesday, December 4, 2012, in Edwardsville in the case 
against Burgund (d.o.b. 12/11/82) who was charged on April 5, 2011, with Predatory Criminal 
Sexual Assault (Class X Felony) after he walked into the Alton Police Department and admitted that 
he committed the crimes for which he was later charged.  Burgund is accused of sexually assaulting 
two female family members, ages 2 and 3, beginning in June 2008.  
 
On Thursday, jurors were shown the videotaped confession of Burgund; he testified on Friday and 
denied all responsibility for the abuse.  Closing arguments were given this morning before jurors 
started deliberating around 12:30 this afternoon.  They returned their guilty verdict after about six 
hours of deliberations.   
 
Assistant State's Attorneys Amy Gabriel and Crystal Uhe prosecuted the case and Chief Judge Ann 
Callis presided over the trial.  On July 13, 2011, prosecutors filed a Notice of Intention to Seek 
Natural Life in Prison based on the severity of the crime.  Normally, maximum penalty for a Class 
X felony is 6-30 years.  Final sentencing will be held in about six to eight weeks following the 
completion of a pre-sentencing investigation by the Madison County Probation Department.  
Burgund will remain at the Madison County Jail in Edwardsville until his sentencing.   
 
On Friday, Madison County jurors found Troy resident Byron D. Skalisius (d.o.b. 6/13/61) guilty of 
one count of Criminal Sexual Assault (Class 1)  and one count of Unauthorized Video Recording 
(Class 4) for his 2009 assault on a female acquaintance.  Skalisius was accused of sexually 
assaulting the victim in June 2009 by placing the drug known as GHB, or the “date-rape drug” into 
one of her drinks.  The victim had no memory of the sexual assault.  Additionally, pictures were 
found in the possession of Skalisius of the unconscious victim.  The assault took place at the Glen 
Carbon home of the victim.  The defendant and victim had previously worked together and there 
was no romantic relationship between them.  Skalisius was acquitted on two other counts of 
Criminal Sexual Assault.   
 
Jury selection began on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 with closing arguments on Friday, December 
7, 2012.  Jurors deliberated approximately four hours before returning their verdict.  
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 Assistant State's Attorneys John Fischer and Rachelle Crowe prosecuted the case for Madison 
County in front of Circuit Judge Kyle Napp.  The case was investigated by the Glen Carbon Police 
Department. 
 
Skalisius, whose bond was revoked following the verdict, will be sentenced at a later date following 
his pre-sentencing investigation.  The maximum penalty for a Class 1 Felony is 4-15 years in 
prison; 1-3 years in prison for a Class 4 Felony.  He is not eligible for probation for the Sexual 
Assault conviction.  He still faces another count of Criminal Sexual Assault from a June 2008 
assault with a different female acquaintance.  Police allege that Skalisius used GHB on this victim 
as well.  As with the other victim, there was no romantic relationship in this case. 
 
Gibbons thanked jurors for their work in both of these cases.  “These were challenging cases with 
very sensitive and disturbing evidence,” said Gibbons.  “I’m very satisfied that the jury convicted 
these two individuals who preyed on vulnerable victims.”  Gibbons also offered thanks to not only 
his prosecutors, but also to everyone else involved in obtaining the successful jury verdicts.  “This 
victory also belongs to the Child Advocacy Center, the police investigators and the physicians.  By 
working together, we have secured justice for the victims of these terrible crimes and have taken 
two very dangerous criminals off of the streets.”   
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